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Web Resources: 

The Legal Genealogist   http://www.legalgenealogist.com/ 

International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG)   https://isogg.org/ 

Wiki  Education, blogs, videos, articles 

yDNA: isogg.org/wiki/Y-DNA_tools 

mt DNA: isogg.org/wiki/MtDNA_tools 

www.isogg.org/wiki/autsomal_DNA_statistics 

Kitty Cooper’s Genealogy Blog: http://blog.kittycooper.com/ 

Genealogy Junkie:  http://www.genealogyjunkie.net/ 

Genetic Genealogy Standards: http://www.geneticgenealogystandards.com/ 

Genetic Genealogy standards - The Genetic Genealogy 

Standards 

www.geneticgenealogystandards.com 

A group of individuals, including genealogists, genetic genealogists, and scientists, have 

been working for the past year to develop a draft of genetic genealogy ... 

Books: 

The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy Blaine T. Bettinger 

NextGen Genealogy: The DNA Connection  David Dowell 

Endogamy: One Family, One People Israel Pickholtz 

Guide to DNA Testing: How to Identify Ancestors, Confirm Relationships, and Measure Ancestry 
through DNA Testing  Richard Hill 

http://blog.kittycooper.com/
http://www.geneticgenealogystandards.com/
http://www.geneticgenealogystandards.com/
http://www.geneticgenealogystandards.com/


 Third Party DNA testing tools to analyze results: 

 GEDMatch  https://www.gedmatch.com/login1.php   

http://www.dna-testing-adviser.com/GEDmatch.html 

A third party website for analysis and comparison of raw autosomal DNA data from genetic 
genealogy testing companies. It is free, upload raw data to compare, excellent tutorials 
available. Use it to identify additional cousins who have not tested at the same company you 
tested with. Evaluate shared segment information. May provide e mail for 23andMe and 
AncestryDNA matches. Create an account with GEDMatch and download raw data file. Upload 
the .zip file into GEDMatch. 

 DNAGedcom Free, upload raw data to compare  

https://www.dnagedcom.com/doc/welcome-to-the-dnagedcom-client/ 

 Autosomal DNA Segment Analyzer (ADSA)  

https://dna-explained.com/2014/01/09/introducing-the-autosomal-dna-segment-analyzer/ 

Creates color coded spreadsheet for you based on raw data (downloadable), Use data from 
FTDNA or 23andMe, GEDMatch upload now available 

(http://www.genealogyjunkie.net/blog/adsa-is-now-available-for-gedmatch-kits) 

 

 

ADSA is Now Available for 

GEDmatch Kits! - Genealogy 

Junkie 

www.genealogyjunkie.net 

If you are a Tier 1 member at GEDmatch, the 

GEDmatch Load Tool on DNAGedcom will combi 
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Genome Mate  https://genomemate.org/ 

Free, Desktop Software;  Download data from AncestryDNA, FTDNA, 23 and Me, GEDMatch and 
DNAGedcom. Facebook group for Q and A. 

 David Pike DNA Utilities  http://www.math.mun.ca/~dapike/FF23utils/ 

David Pike's Utilities for Family Tree DNA and/or 23andMe ... 

www.math.mun.ca 

Available utilities for processing unzipped autosomal files from Family Tree DNA and/or 

23andMe: Search for Runs of Homozygosity (ROHs) Search for Heterozygous Sequences 

 

Utilities designed for atDNA results from FTDNA and or 23andMe 

 

A Comparison of the DNA Genetic Genealogy Testing Sites as taken from: 

 https://dna-explained.com/category/gedmatch/ 

GedMatch | DNAeXplained – Genetic Genealogy 

dna-explained.com 

Posts about GedMatch written by robertajestes ... In the article, Concepts – Parental 

Phasing, I explained why it’s so important to have at least one, if not both ... 

 

Roberta Estes has been a professional scientist and business owner for 25+ years, (BS 
Computer Science, MBA, graduate work in Geographic Information Systems), as well as an 
obsessed genealogist since 1978. 

www.dnaexplain.com 
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DNA Explain: Making Sense of Ancestry 

www.dnaexplain.com 

Welcome to DNAeXplain. Have you received genealogy DNA results that you find 

confusing? Are you trying to understand what they mean and how they are ... 

 

 Family Tree DNA 

  

Family Tree DNA leads the pack this year 2017 with their new Phased Family Matches which 
utilizes close relatives, up to third cousins, to assign your matches to either maternal or 
paternal buckets, or both if the individual is related on both sides of your tree. They are the first 
and remain the only vendor to offer this kind of feature. 

Phased Family Matching is extremely useful in terms of identifying which side of your family 
tree your matches are from. This tool, in addition to Family Tree DNA’s nine other autosomal 
tools helps identify common ancestors by showing you who is related to whom. 

Family Tree DNA has also added other features such as a revamped tree with the ability to 
connect DNA results to family members.  

DNA results connected to the tree is the foundation for the new Phased Family Matching. 

The new Ancient Origins feature, released in November of 2016, was developed collaboratively 
with Dr. Michael Hammer at the University of Arizona Hammer Lab. 

Ancient European Origins is based on the full genome sequencing work now being performed in 
the academic realm on ancient remains. These European results fall into three primary groups 
of categories based on age and culture.  Customer’s DNA is compared to the ancient remains to 
determine how much of the customer’s European DNA came from which group.  This exciting 
new feature allows us to understand more about our ancestors, long before the advent of 
surnames and paper or parchment records. Ancient DNA is redefining what we know, or 
thought we knew, about population migration. 

2016-ancient-origins 

Family Tree DNA maintains its leadership position among the three primary vendors relative 
to Y DNA testing, mtDNA testing and autosomal tools. 

  

http://www.dnaexplain.com/


Ancestry 

 Investors in Ancestry  Silver Lake http://www.silverlake.com  GIC http://www.gic.com.sg  
Permira http://www.permira.com  Spectrum Equity http://www.spectrumequity.com 

In May of 2016, Ancestry changed the chip utilized by their tests, removing about 300,000 of 
their previous 682,000 SNPs and replacing them with medically optimized SNPs. The rather 
immediate effect was that due to the chip incompatibility, Ancestry V2 test files created on the 
new chip cannot be uploaded to Family Tree DNA, but they can be uploaded to GedMatch.  
Family Tree DNA is working on a resolution to this problem. 

I tested on the new Ancestry V2 chip, and while there is a difference in how much matching 
DNA I share with my matches as compared to the V1 chip, it’s not as pronounced as I expected. 
There is no need for people who tested on the earlier chip to retest. 

Unfortunately, Ancestry has remained steadfast in their refusal to implement a chromosome 
browser, instead focusing on sales by advertising the ethnicity “self-discovery” aspect of DNA 
testing. 

 Ancestry does have the largest autosomal data base but many people tested only for 
ethnicity, don’t have trees or have private trees.  In my case, about half of my matches fall into 
that category. 

Ancestry maintains its leadership position relative to DNA tree matching, known as a Shared 
Ancestor Hint, identifying common ancestors in the trees of people whose DNA matches. 

Ancestry.com CEO Tim Sullivan said at the company’s San Francisco offices. “We’re exploring 
ways that we could participate in health and provide our users with health insights, for 
sure….ways that we could leverage the data we’ve aggregated to support research efforts, 
similar to what 23andMe has done with Genentech and others.” 

 23andMe 

 23andMe is a privately held personal genomics and biotechnology company based in Mountain 
View, California. The company was founded by Linda Avey, Paul Cusenza and Anne Wojcicki, ex-
wife of Google founder Sergey Brin, in 2006 to provide genetic testing and interpretation to 
individual consumers. In 2007, Google invested $3,900,000 in the company, along 
with Genentech, New Enterprise Associates, and Mohr Davidow Ventures. 23andMe struggled 
for most of the year to meet a November 2015 deadline, which is now more than a year past, to 
transition its customers to the 23andMe “New Experience” which includes a new customer 
interface. I was finally transitioned in September 2016, and the experience has been very 
frustrating and extremely disappointing, and that’s putting it mildly. Some customers, 
specifically international customers, are still not transitioned, nor is it clear if or when they will 
be. 

http://www.silverlake.com/
http://www.gic.com.sg/
http://www.permira.com/


I tested on the 23andMe older V3 chip as well as their newer V4 chip. After my transition to the 
New Experience, I compared the results of the two tests. The new security rules incorporated 
into the New Experience meant that I was only able to view about 25% of my matches (400 of 
1651(V3) matches or 1700 (V4) matches). 23andMe has, in essence, relegated themselves into 
the non-player status for genetic genealogy, except perhaps for adoptees who need to swim in 
every pool – but only then as a last place candidate. And those adoptees had better pray that if 
they have a close match, that match falls into the 25% of their matches that are useful. 

 In December, 23andMe began providing segment information for ethnicity segments, except 
the parental phasing portion does not function accurately, calling into question the overall 
accuracy of the 23andme ethnicity information. Ironically, up until now, while 23andMe slipped 
in every other area, they had been viewed at the best, meaning most accurate, in terms of 
ethnicity estimates. 

 MyHeritage 

 MyHeritage was founded in 2003 by Gilad Japhet (who continues to serve as the company's 
CEO). Japhet started the company from his living room in the moshav of Bnei Atarot. For a long 
stretch of time, the company's headquarters were located in a family farmhouse in Bnei Atarot. 
 In its infancy, MyHeritage was almost completely self-funded but had received funds from 
angel investors by 2005. It switched from a free service to a freemium business model. The 
company is headquartered in Or Yehuda, Israel with additional offices in Tel Aviv, Lehi, Utah, 
and Burbank, California. 

In May of 2016, MyHeritage began encouraging people who have tested at other vendors to 
upload their results. I was initially very hesitant, because aside from GedMatch that has a 
plethora of genetic genealogy tools, I have seen no benefit to the participant to upload their 
DNA anyplace, other than Family Tree DNA (available for V3 23andMe and V1 Ancestry only). 

Any serious genealogist is going to test at least at Family Tree DNA and Ancestry, both, and 
upload to GedMatch. My Heritage was “just another upload site” with no tools, not even 
matching initially. 

However, in September of 2016, MyHeritage implemented matching, although they have had a 
series of what I hope are “startup issues,” with numerous invalid matches, apparently resulting 
from their usage of imputation. 

Imputation is when a vendor infers what they think your DNA will look like in regions where 
other vendors test, and your vendor doesn’t. The best example would be the 300,000 or so 
Ancestry locations that are unique to the Ancestry V2 chip. Imputation would result in a vendor 
“inferring” or imputing your results for these 300,000 locations based on…well, we don’t 
exactly know based on what. But we do know it cannot be accurate.  It’s not your DNA. 



In the midst of this, in October of 2016, 23andMe announced on their forum that they had 
severed a previous business relationship with MyHeritage where 23andMe allowed customers 
to link to MyHeritage trees in lieu of having customer trees directly on the 23andMe site.  This 
approach had been problematic because customers are only allowed 250 individuals in their 
tree for free, and anything above that requires a MyHeritage subscription.  Currently 23andMe 
has no tree capability. 

It appears that MyHeritage refined their DNA matching routines at least somewhat, because 
many of the bogus matches were gone in November of 2016 when they announced that their 
beta was complete and that they were going to sell their own autosomal DNA tests. However, 
matching issues have not disappeared or been entirely resolved. 

While Family Tree DNA’s lab will be processing the MyHeritage autosomal tests, the results will 
NOT be automatically placed in the Family Tree DNA data base. 

MyHeritage will be doing their own matching within their own database. There are no 
comparison tools, tree matching or ethnicity estimates today, but My Heritage says they will 
develop a chromosome browser and ethnicity estimates. However, it is NOT clear whether 
these will be available for free to individuals who have transferred their results into MyHeritage 
or if they will only be available to people who tested through MyHeritage. 

My Heritage has a long way to go before they are a real player in this arena. However, My 
Heritage has potential, as they have a large subscriber base in Europe, where we desperately 
need additional testers – so I’m hopeful that they can attract additional genealogists that are 
willing to test from areas that are under-represented to date. 

My Heritage got off to a bit of a rocky start by requiring users to relinquish the rights to their 
DNA, but then changed their terms in May of 2016, according to Judy Russell’s blog. 

Please note that MyHeritage is a subscription genealogy site, similar to Ancestry.  MyHeritage 
also owns Geni.com.  One site, MyHeritage, allows individual trees and the other, Geni, 
embraces the “one world tree” model.  For a comparison of the two, check out Judy Russell’s 
articles, here and here.  Geni has also embraced DNA by allowing uploads from Family Tree 
DNA of Y, mitochondrial and autosomal, but the benefits and possible benefits are much less 
clear. 

If the MyHeritage story sounds like a confusing soap opera, it is.  Let’s hope that 2017 brings 
both clarity and improvements. 

 

 

  



 A Comparison of the DNA Genetic Genealogy Testing Sites as taken from: 

 https://dna-explained.com/category/gedmatch/ 

GedMatch | DNAeXplained – Genetic Genealogy 

dna-explained.com 

Posts about GedMatch written by robertajestes ... In the article, Concepts – Parental 

Phasing, I explained why it’s so important to have at least one, if not both ... 

 

Roberta Estes has been a professional scientist and business owner for 25+ years, (BS 
Computer Science, MBA, graduate work in Geographic Information Systems), as well as an 
obsessed genealogist since 1978. 

www.dnaexplain.com 

DNA Explain: Making Sense of Ancestry 
www.dnaexplain.com 

Welcome to DNAeXplain. Have you received genealogy DNA results that you find confusing? Are 

you trying to understand what they mean and how they are ... 

Family Tree DNA 

Family Tree DNA leads the pack this year 2017 with their new Phased Family Matches which 
utilizes close relatives, up to third cousins, to assign your matches to either maternal or 
paternal buckets, or both if the individual is related on both sides of your tree. They are the first 
and remain the only vendor to offer this kind of feature. 

Phased Family Matching is extremely useful in terms of identifying which side of your family 
tree your matches are from. This tool, in addition to Family Tree DNA’s nine other autosomal 
tools helps identify common ancestors by showing you who is related to whom. 

Family Tree DNA has also added other features such as a revamped tree with the ability to 
connect DNA results to family members.  

DNA results connected to the tree is the foundation for the new Phased Family Matching. 

The new Ancient Origins feature, released in November of 2016, was developed collaboratively 
with Dr. Michael Hammer at the University of Arizona Hammer Lab. 
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Ancient European Origins is based on the full genome sequencing work now being performed in 
the academic realm on ancient remains. These European results fall into three primary groups 
of categories based on age and culture.  Customer’s DNA is compared to the ancient remains to 
determine how much of the customer’s European DNA came from which group.  This exciting 
new feature allows us to understand more about our ancestors, long before the advent of 
surnames and paper or parchment records. Ancient DNA is redefining what we know, or 
thought we knew, about population migration. 

2016-ancient-origins 

Family Tree DNA maintains its leadership position among the three primary vendors relative 
to Y DNA testing, mtDNA testing and autosomal tools. 

Ancestry 

Investors in Ancestry  Silver Lake http://www.silverlake.com  GIC http://www.gic.com.sg  
Permira http://www.permira.com  Spectrum Equity http://www.spectrumequity.com 

In May of 2016, Ancestry changed the chip utilized by their tests, removing about 300,000 of 
their previous 682,000 SNPs and replacing them with medically optimized SNPs. The rather 
immediate effect was that due to the chip incompatibility, Ancestry V2 test files created on the 
new chip cannot be uploaded to Family Tree DNA, but they can be uploaded to GedMatch.  
Family Tree DNA is working on a resolution to this problem. 

I tested on the new Ancestry V2 chip, and while there is a difference in how much matching 
DNA I share with my matches as compared to the V1 chip, it’s not as pronounced as I expected. 
There is no need for people who tested on the earlier chip to retest. 

Unfortunately, Ancestry has remained steadfast in their refusal to implement a chromosome 
browser, instead focusing on sales by advertising the ethnicity “self-discovery” aspect of DNA 
testing.  
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